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LIVING ON THE STREET
With the objec ve of ﬁgh ng aporophobia, this ac vity proposes
knowing the reality of homeless people in the areas closest to the
students.

Level: Easy. Secondary Educa on.
Group size: Reduced groups, from 3 to 5 students.
Length: 45 minutes.
Topics: Homelessness, aporophobia, poverty.
Objec ves:
Ÿ Learning about the social reality of poverty in our surroundings.
Ÿ Overcoming aporophobia by using the knowledge of reality.
Ÿ Learning how to look for informa on online, read it, and synthe ze it.
Materials: Internet access, wri ng tools.
Prepara on: Print one copy of the materials under “resources” for each group.

Instructions:
Divide the classroom into smaller groups. Ensure that there is a good level of collabora on in
each group to search for informa on and complement the data they ﬁnd individually, and
that each group has access to the internet.
Give each group a copy of the ac vity to be carried out, explaining that they must look for the
informa on and summarize what they ﬁnd. In the ﬁrst ac vity, they must look for the most
precise deﬁni on of the concept and give some examples. The second ac vity should be
adapted to the school environment, limi ng it to your city or the nearest big city.
Allow for a reasonable amount of

me to search for and synthesize the informa on

requested.
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Sharing:
The sharing will help each group of students to complete their data with those that other
groups have. This is the moment to specify the diﬀerences between the concepts raised,
emphasizing that the situa ons they refer to are suﬀered by speciﬁc people in speciﬁc
circumstances; that trying to blame those who suﬀer them is a defense mechanism that we
use to ignore the problem; and that they correspond to complex personal situa ons to which
easy or quick solu ons are not applicable, but which require the interven on, o en
specialized, of diﬀerent resources to achieve their integra on.

Tips:
Before planning the ac vity, try to ﬁnd the informa on on your own. Is it easily accessible?
Write down all which you consider be er or most substan al, to recommend visi ng it
during the ac vity if the students are not able to ﬁnd it. In the ﬁrst ac vity it is important that
you can point out the diﬀerences between the concepts raised and the examples that
illustrate them.

Variation:
Depending on the me you have, you can choose to do one or another ac vity, or even a part
of each one.

Ideas:
If there is interest or you have detected an important or speciﬁc problem of aporophobia in
the class, it would be a good idea to visit one of the resources that exist in the surroundings
close to the educa onal center to help homeless people. Contac ng with volunteers or
professionals who work in this ﬁeld can be very interes ng for students, especially to learn
about a reality that, although it is close in space to us, can be very far away knowledgewise.
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Resources:
LIVING ON THE STREET
To deﬁne the same situa on, we some mes make the mistake of using concepts that seem
similar at ﬁrst glance, but actually have diﬀerent speciﬁc meanings.
Look for informa on and reﬂect on the diﬀerent personal situa ons that encompass the
following concepts. Give some examples:
BEGGAR:

VAGRANT:

HOBO:

VAGABOND:

HOMELESS:

ROOFLESS:
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LIVING ON THE STREETS OF YOUR CITY
In any city it is possible to see people who do not have a home, but each city is diﬀerent, as
is the situa on of people in these circumstances. Let's try to know it:
·

Search for informa on or news about the situa on of homeless people in your city
or in the city closest to your place of residence. Try to ﬁnd out if there are studies or
calcula ons about how many people there are, the reasons that have led them to this
situa on, how long they have been like this, etc. If you can't ﬁnd this informa on for
your city, look for it for your country as a whole.

·

Public administra ons and also private en es make resources available to
homeless people to alleviate their situa on or to get out of it. Find out which ones and
how many are in your city. Look for informa on about it. As in the previous case, if you
do not ﬁnd informa on about your city or the closest one, look for it about the whole
country.
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THE STEM OF HATRED TOWARDS THE POOR
With the objec ve of ﬁgh ng aporophobia, this ac vity proposes
knowing the reasons that originate and the mechanisms that
maintain a pathological behavior such as aporophobia.
Level: Easy. Secondary Educa on.
Group size: Indiﬀerent.
Length: 45 minutes.
Topics: Aporophobia, poverty, jus ﬁca on of poverty.
Objec ves:
Ÿ Knowing the mechanisms that cause aporophobia.
Ÿ Iden fying the hate speech towards the poor.
Ÿ Knowing the consequences of aporophobia.
Ÿ Knowing how to ﬁght aporophobia from solidarity.
Materials: No speciﬁc materials needed.
Prepara on: Print one copy of the materials under “resources” per student.

Instructions:
Give each student a copy of the texts under the “resources” sec on, explaining that a er a
comprehensive and reﬂec ve reading, the group will discuss the ques ons that appear
there. Allow a few minutes for them to read everything and reﬂect on the issues raised. Invite
them to underline what they think is most signiﬁcant.

Sharing:
A er the reﬂec ve reading, start a debate on the ques ons raised, ordering the
contribu ons and emphasizing the main strong ideas:
Ÿ The prevalent ideology in our society defends an individualis c meritocracy that jus ﬁes
the existence of winners and losers, and the necessary existence of the consequent
pockets of poverty.
Ÿ Meritocra c individualism tends to value only will, eﬀort, and talent, ignoring personal
circumstances: the star ng socio-economic situa on, physical or mental health, access to
capital or culture, economic level of the family, etc.
Ÿ Aporophobia is a pathological behavior of the person who suﬀers from it.
Ÿ Aporophobia is based on blaming the person for their situa on and their lack of will to get
out of poverty.
Ÿ The invisibility, objec ﬁca on, and dehumaniza on of people in poverty, a ribu ng to
them criminal behavior or threats to collec ve security, are steps prior to aporophobia.
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Ÿ
Ÿ
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Ÿ

Ÿ

One reason that causes aporophobia is the expecta on of reciprocity, which sustains a
contractual society, in which one understands that everyone provides something to the
group (society) so that we all can get something too. In this sense, those excluded from
society would not provide anything, but they would obtain things.
The demoniza on of social aid, with the suspicion of fraud or unworthiness, are fallacious
arguments that drive aporophobia.
A mental mechanism that can jus fy aporophobia is cogni ve dissonance, which implies
an insurmountable diﬀerence between our self-percep on (a socially responsible, good
and compe ve person) and the percep on of our behavior towards excluded people in a
situa on of poverty (which we ignore or don't help), which leads to blaming others for our
way of ac ng.
According to studies, half of homeless persons have been a acked, and most of those
have been a acked on more than one occasion.
The spiral of degrada on and lack of self-esteem that leads to social exclusion can be
caused by various problems such as addic on, severe job or family losses, mental illness,
anxiety or depression, etc.
Poverty is not necessarily a permanent situa on. The social-labor reinser on of the
excluded person is possible and necessary, but in the vast majority of cases that is not
possible without external help.

Tips:
Beyond the emo onal impact that the story of this ac vity can generate in each student, try
to focus the debate and the contribu ons on the main ideas expressed above. However, selfiden ﬁca on with the vic m and the rejec on towards the aggression and the selfjus ﬁca ons of the perpetrators is an important mechanism to prevent aporophobia or ﬁght
against it.

Variation:
You can change this case of aporophobia for another one closer in me or space to the
educa onal environment in which the ac vity is carried out. That will not change the
substance of it or the ques ons that can be asked about the main issue, which is the
jus ﬁca on of hatred towards the person in a situa on of poverty and the mechanisms that
promote it.

Ideas:
If there is interest in the issue of aporophobia or a problem detected in the class needs to be
tackled in this regard, it would be a good idea to invite a professional from the care and
reintegra on services for people in situa ons of extreme poverty, exclusion or people
without home. Their interven on before the group can be very interes ng to clarify concepts
and doubts about the situa on of the people with whom they work, the mechanisms that
lead to these situa ons, the speciﬁc problems they deal with, or the procedures they use to
seek their social-labor reintegra on.
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Resources:
THE STEM OF HATRED TOWARDS THE POOR
In Barcelona, on the a ernoon of December 15, 2005, two young people entered an ATM
where a homeless person -Rosario Endrinal- was staying, insul ng him and throwing
objects at him. A er a struggle they le and went to dinner with their friends. That night
they returned to the ATM with another young man, a minor, who asked Rosario to open
the door for him. The three entered and rebuked Rosario un l the minor sprayed the
contents of a 5-liter drum of ﬂammable solvent that she found in a nearby construc on
site. One of the youths threw a lit cigare e that caused a strong explosion and a ﬁre. For
two days, Rosario agonized in a hospital with burns on 70% of her body, before she died.
Two of her murderers had already carried out a acks against homeless people in the
past. One of them admi ed to having had a close rela onship with neo-Nazi and fascist
groups. A witness said that for them “the homeless are not people”. A er the trial, the
minor was sentenced to 8 years in a juvenile center. The other two, Ricard Pinilla and
Oriol Llanura, were sentenced in 2008 to 17 years in prison and to compensate the
family.
In 2016 the Barcelona newspaper, La Vanguardia, published an en re page dedicated to
the murder of Rosario Endrinal and homeless persons: La Vanguardia 30-XI-2016

A er reading the press ar cles, reﬂect on the following ques ons:
·

·

The person in poverty or homelessness: Do they see themselves this way
because of their own failure? Are they worthy of being like this? Can the
circumstances of their life jus fy it? Do they lack the will to get out of their situa on?
Is hatred towards poor or socially excluded people an unhealthy behavior?

·

Are we aware of the habitual presence of socially excluded people due to their
situa on of poverty? Do we tend to ignore them or not see them? Is there people
who think they are annoying, dangerous, or even criminals?

·

Do you think that in order to live in society, we all have to both contribute and
receive, and that excluded people do not contribute? Then, should they receive
anything? Do you think that social aid is unnecessary or even counterproduc ve?

Do you consider yourself a good person? Do you carry out any ac vity to help
socially excluded people due to their situa on of poverty? If you consider yourself a
good person but you don't help people who need it, how do you solve that
contradic on?
Are poverty and exclusion necessarily permanent situa ons? Is social-labor
reintegra on possible without external help in proﬁles of personal degrada on, lack of
self-esteem, or situa ons of depression, anxiety, illness, addic on, etc.?
·
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